Washingborough Academy
Newsletter
Spring Term
Headteacher’s Update
Dear Parents/Carers,
Welcome to the new format of our Academy Newsletter! After feedback from
parents, we are trying to reduce the amount of platforms that you use to get
information about your child’s education and what happens at school.
It was lovely to see so many parents in attendance during this week’s
Parent/Teacher conferences. This is a really key meeting to support your child in
their learning and if you were not able to meet with your child’s class teacher, then
please do contact the office and we can arrange a more convenient time.
We are beginning to set up our ‘outdoor kitchen’ and it has been wonderful for
classes to sit around the camp fire and cook bread, pancakes and even porridge.
Hopefully your children will have come back telling you all about the delicious food
they have been eating and with a slight smell of smoke on their clothes!
We hope you have a wonderful half term break and look forward to seeing the
children back at school on Monday 25th February.
Jason O’Rourke

WHEN WE
RETURN OUR
VALUE
WILL BE
‘HONESTY’

IMPORTANT INFORMATION – Procedures to
follow in the event of adverse weather
conditions. If the academy is forced to close
due to adverse weather, we will post on our
Facebook page details about the closure.
If parents/carers have chosen not to use
Facebook then please listen to BBC Radio
Lincolnshire or Lincs FM, which will broadcast
up to date information on schools within the
county that have to close. BBC Radio
Lincolnshire will also post information on their
website at www.bbc.co.uk/lincolnshire and
Lincs FM at www.lincsfm.co.uk. You can also
access Lincolnshire County Council website
for
information
on
school
closures.
www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/schoolclosures.
Please inform the school office if you have recently
changed your contact details.

Penfold Day Nursery
New Year of 2019 welcomed new children into
nursery; they have settled in so well and have
enjoyed exploring our lovely nursery setting.
We started our term with a winter theme; and
the children have loved playing with our new
ice palace and Frozen figures. They have
really got into the different characters and reenacting different scenes from the film.

Supporting our winter theme; we have been
experimenting with ice and watching how it
melts when it gets warm. We looked at animals
and people who live where it’s cold. The
children were fascinated!

Our Julia Donaldson week was enjoyed by all. We read some of her stories and explored
a range of activities and crafts to support these books; such as measuring playdough
worms, making monkey headbands and decorating a giant Gruffalo collage.

During national storytelling week we read 4
of our core books; ‘Were going on a bear
hunt’, ‘Little red riding hood’, ‘Goldilocks
and the three bears’ and ‘The Gruffalo’.
We incorporated PE, counting, stranger
danger, textures, singing, cooking porridge
by the campfire and story maps to help
bring these books alive!

Chinese New Year was celebrated with many different activities taking place. The
children helped to make a vegetable stir fry with Mr O’Rourke; which we all agreed was
very yummy! They helped to chop up different vegetables using our new knives and
stirred them all together. We put our cutting skills to the test by making our own Chinese
lanterns and paper chains to decorate our classroom.
We had a very exciting ‘FaceTime a Farmer’
conversation with our farmer Ian. He told us all
about how he grows Tulips on his fresh cut
flowers farm. We are looking forward to lots
more opportunities to face time and to find out
more about the tulip industry. The children asked
lots of interesting questions and they can’t wait
to grow their own tulip at nursery.
We enjoyed celebrating Valentine’s Day with
the children thinking about our Value of ‘Love’.
We read our core book ‘Guess how much I love
you’ and discussed what love means to us and
we got some very lovely answers.
Thank you all for a fantastic term and we look forward to all the exciting learning
we will be doing next term!
Please come and join us on a Monday afternoon 1.30-2.30pm for our stay and
play sessions or contact our school office if you'd like more information on
01522 801355.

Snack shack continues to be an enormous
success with all of our pupils. They have
produced some wonderful snacks to sell to their
friends. Don’t forget to bring in 50p each
Wednesday and support this self-funding
enterprise!

FS2 – Cherry Class
All the children in Cherry Tree Class have embraced our ‘Out of This World’ theme.
They have loved learning all about the planets and have thoroughly enjoyed
exploring the exciting new role play area. When we came
back after school, the children were very surprised to find a
spaceship crash site in our outdoor area!
Our space theme has meant that we can explore a number of
marvelous books. The children have designed a new friend for
Beegu, found lots of pants left by the characters from Aliens
Love Underpants and planned a moon party for QPootle5!
Our Cherries have continued their amazing work in
phonics and we could not be more proud of the progress
they have made.
In maths this term, we have continued our
work on addition and subtraction. We have
enjoyed using egg boxes as ten frames! We
have also perfected our moves to learn a
line dance using positional language and
explored measure.

Chinese New Year has given the children lots
of wonderful opportunities. We worked with our
friends in nursery to make a delicious stir fry; Mr
O’Rourke helped with the cooking and every child
Children in Cherry Tree Class were either born in the
Year of the Snake or the Year of the Horse. All the
children made a Chinese New Year decoration of
their animal using clay. We will finish these with a
glaze and give them a final firing in the kiln; then they
will be ready for home!
tried the delicious meal.
Our space theme, and the cold weather, has given us lots of opportunities to use our
scientific knowledge. The children have thought about different ways of freeing Arctic
animals from ice blocks and have learnt interesting facts about each of the planets.
Thank you for your continued support this term and for all your help with the
space homework project; the creations are truly wonderful. We are all looking
forward to our new theme ‘Land Before Time’ after half term!

Breakfast Club and After School Club – Please remember to ensure that you
book either Club 5 working days in advance. For safeguarding we need to ensure
your child name appears on the printed register!
Please note - All Childcare Voucher payments for After School Club and Breakfast
Club need to be paid on submission of the monthly session requests.
Requests and payments need to be completed and paid for by the 5th of the month.
Invoices for this service will no longer be sent.

KS1 Newsletter
What a fantastic term we have had in Key Stage One! The children started off the
term with a Launch day to introduce our new topic; African Adventure. We explored
the names of different continents around the world and investigated different African
animals. We made masks to represent these however; the
animal masks were so beautifully presented we had to keep
them to display on our wall!
In maths we have been exploring fractions, addition and
subtraction. We investigated halving and quartering by sharing
toppings on a pizza into equal amounts. Not only did we practice
sharing our toppings on a
paper pizza, we have also
practiced on a real pizza,
rolling our own dough and
cooking it in our school pizza
oven outside!
During our addition and subtraction topic, the
children have been solving Safari Ranger Jim’s
problems. He needed our help to work out how
many hyenas in his clan had stripes and how
many had spots. The children were more than happy to help and have been using
many different methods to solve the problem including; partitioning, using a number
line and counting with unifix.
In PE this term, the children have been fencing on a
Monday and taking part in gymnastics on a Thursday.
We have been really impressed by their attitude and
enthusiasm to learn new skills, all of our children are very
talented! The children have been really respectful with the
equipment and have learnt lots of new vocabulary.
This year we celebrated Chinese New Year by finding out
what Chinese zodiac sign we are; the children found out
they were either a rabbit, a snake or a dragon. We also
cooked a stir fry! The children chopped and prepared

different vegetables and explored these using their different senses. Most children
said that the stiry fry was delicious and would definitely eat it again.
For our Religious Education we have been learning all
about different features of a traditional Christian
church and compared these to the features of a
Methodist church. As well as learning in school we
also took our learning to our local Methodist church.
Reverend Melanie told the children all about her
church and we then compared this to Reverend
George’s church. The children really enjoyed our trip
and asked some fantastic questions; they were a
credit to our school.
We hope you have a relaxing break and look
forward to seeing you after the holidays!

Midday Supervisors required!
Are you reliable, energetic person with a ‘can do’ attitude? Are you friendly, outgoing
and enjoy working with children? If so, you might be exactly the person we’re looking
for! We currently have a permanent vacancy for a midday supervisor. We are also
looking for a team of bank staff that we can call on to cover occasional staff sickness.
If you think this is something you would like to get involved in, please contact the
school office.

Keeping you informed!
For all our latest news, please like our Facebook page and follow us on Twitter ….
@washingborough
@PenfoldNursery
@wash_fs2
@wash_ks1
@wash_lks2
@wash_uks2

World Book Day
It is once again time to dust off the cobwebs and bring out your World Book Day
costumes. We are delighted to announce that World Book day will be celebrated at
Washingborough Academy on Thursday 7th March 2019. Children (and staff!) will be
invited to dress up as their favourite book character and indulge in the pleasure of
reading their favourite books.

LKS 2
What a fantastic start to the new year in Mulberry and Sycamore
class! The children have really enjoyed exploring our new theme
of ‘Rocking Rainforests’. Beautiful artwork has been produced;
we’ve explored the different layers of the rainforest and the
animals that live there; we even got to experience some new
tastes when the children created and tasted a Brazilian
vinaigrette, and sampled and evaluated some rainforest fruits.
The children completed
assessments during the first week back in January,
their perseverance was admirable, we’re really pleased
with the progress the children are making, keep up the
great work LKS2!
In literacy,
year
poetry. The children used some
vocabulary and wrote and illustrated
based on a book called Pongo. We are
books of the children’s poems and
the author, Jesse Hodgson. We really
them! We have just begun working on
narratives, also based on our current
are excited to read these with some
in school soon.

we began the
working on
incredible
cinquain poems
producing class
sending them to
hope she likes
writing our own
theme, and we
special visitors

In active grammar, so far this term we have looked at verbs, adverbs and
apostrophes. We have been using these in our writing across the curriculum. We
have continued with our learning of French and the children are growing in
confidence.
In maths, we have continued with our new scheme where we explore the topic first
and the children get to demonstrate their mathematical skills and logical ways of
thinking. Our current topic is fractions. We have continued to sing our times tables
through the use of maths rocks. The introduction of golden times tables and grid
times tables has been a very important tool and helps to determine how well the
children understand their times tables. The children really enjoy trying to beat their
previous weeks’ score.
On Mondays, Mulberry Class has continued with
their swimming lessons, all the children have
continued to make progress. It’s been so lovely to
see some of the children go from not confident in the
pool at all, to swimming an entire length on their
own! In addition to our weekly PE sessions, the
children also have sessions with MSP which they
have thoroughly enjoyed and an extra dance fit class
on a Tuesday with Arts NK. Please ensure that
children have a full PE kit in school that is named and follows the schools PE uniform
policy, which can be found on the school’s website.

Please remember to check tapestry (Facebook and twitter too) weekly where we will
keep you updated with everything your child is doing in class and we love to hear the
learning that they are completing at home. Once again, thank you for all of your
support in the learning of reading, spelling and maths at home. It is so
important and valued, and helps the children to maximise their full potential.

When we return in February, Year 4 students will start their biking. Parents/Carers will
have been notified already via their Tapestry accounts.
Please can parents ensure that their children have an appropriate, winter PE kit in
school every Tuesday until May.

UKS 2
What a fantastic term it’s been in UKS2! We began exploring our new theme,
‘Vicious Vikings’, and all the children have shown
great enthusiasm towards this. The children have
been learning about so many different aspects of
Viking life including: raiding parties, farming, daily
lives and religious beliefs. The children have been
very busy designing and making their own Viking
helmets from papier-mâché and these have turned
out extremely well!
In Literacy, we began the term by looking at poetry.
The children created some outstanding diamond
poems which included literary devices, such as
similes and alliteration, to describe the Vikings.
Since then, we have begun to focus on myths. We
have read different mythical stories and discussed
their features, as well as exploring characters
through drama and hot seating. The children have
relished the opportunity to use their imagination as
much as they have and had some super ideas to include in their own version of a
myth. We cannot wait to read their final pieces!
In maths, we have been completing a daily reasoning challenge – covering different
elements of problem solving. The perseverance and determination to improve shown
by the group has been amazing! The children have been really engaged with their
learning during our work on fractions, which is a large topic with lots to cover. We
have been comparing, ordering, finding equivalents, adding, subtracting and finding
fractions of amounts! Year 6 children have also been working on ratio and proportion
as well as extracting data from pie charts. We are immensely proud of the children
and all of their efforts towards their weekly tables challenge and arithmetic – thank
you for all of the support the children have received with this.

One of the high points of our half term has to have
been our amazing Grandparents’ Event. The children
represented our school superbly while showing
appreciation to their grandparents and families
through different activities: poems, songs and even a
dance! We had such an amazing time and we are
delighted that you were able to join us. We received
so many lovely comments about the event and we
really appreciated this - we’re glad you enjoyed it too.
In food education, we have been exploring the origins of foods grown in the UK, what
regions produce which types of foods and different ingredients that are used. We
celebrated Chinese New Year by making some amazing traditional dishes; Kung
Pao Chicken, Dumplings and Veggie stir fry! The children thoroughly enjoyed making
these and trying them of course!
Upper Key Stage 2 have been really enjoying
their new focuses in Real PE this term (social
and balance). They have particularly loved the
river crossing game that we play in order for the
children to apply their skills learnt during
lessons. It has been great to see them
supporting one another, having fun and showing
their school values through all of these lessons.

The children have been out on a trip to the local church, St Johns, where they
represented the school beautifully as usual. We talked to Reverend George about
the Ten Commandments and how we can relate them to the way we live our lives in
today’s society. The children enjoyed asking lots of questions and taking part in
different activities to apply their knowledge and understanding.
Overall, it has been an amazing half term and we are looking forward to
another exciting half term exploring our theme ‘Vicious Vikings’!

Important Dates for your Diary
In the Summer Term 2019 for Years 1, 2 and 6.
Please note that all children are expected to be in school on the following dates. The
school will not authorize term time leave of absence during these dates.
Test Period
1st May – 24th May 2019
13th May – 17th May 2019
10th June – 14th June 2019

Dates
th
Monday 4 March
4th, 11th, 18th, 25th March
Tuesday 5th, 12th, 19th &
26th March
Wednesday 6th March

Date
Y2 SATS testing period
Y6 SATS
Y1 Phonics Screening tests

Upcoming Diary Events
Event
Cedar Class Values Assembly
‘Honesty’
Stay and Play at Penfold Nursery
Biking
Visit to Methodist Church

Thursday 7th March

World Book Day

Wednesday 13th March

Visit to Methodist Church

Thursday 14th March
Wednesday 20th March
Monday 25th March
Friday 29th March
Monday 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd
& 29th April
Tuesday 2nd , 9th, 16th,
23rd & 30th April
Wednesday 3rd April
Thursday 4th April
Wednesday 24th April
Monday 29th April

LKS2 Parents Event
International School Meals Day
Visit to Methodist Church
Willow Class Values Assembly
‘Humility’
Yr5/6 Football Tournament
Stay and Play at Penfold Nursery

Who is it for?
Whole School
Age 2+
Year 4
Blackthorn Class
Yr5 & 6
Whole School &
Penfold
Acer Class Yr5 &
6
LKS2
Whole School
Hemlock Yr4 & 5
Whole School
Yr5 & 6
Age 2+

Biking

Year 4

Twycross Zoo Trip
Community Lunch
Class Photos and Yr6 leavers
photos
Silver Birch Class Values
Assembly

LKS2
KS1
Whole School
Whole School

